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known of Admiral Mackeen's squadron, which may have
been sunk.
The staff of the sorely tried Fleet is somewhat depressed
by this report.
British attempts to confuse the Japanese.
To deceive the enemy and to facilitate the passage of the
straits. Admiral Wilson sends one cruiser squadron to the
western entrance to the Straits of Malacca and one to each
of the Lombok and Alias Straits. Each is accompanied by
aircraft to make it appear that the Fleet will follow it.
My readers will recall how, during the Russo-Japanese
war, nothing was heard of the Baltic Fleet under Admiral
Rozhestvenski after it left Honkoe Bay, in French Indo-
China, for the north. Admiral Togo, who was waiting for
it in Chinkai Bay, at the south-east corner of Korea, was in a
quandary. It had not been sighted when the time that he
had allowed for it to reach the Korean Strait had elapsed.
He was beginning to think that it must have gone north
about, and was on the point of taking his Fleet up to Hokkaido
when he got a report that a Russian transport had put into
Wusung. Then, for the first time, he knew that the Russians
were making for the Korean Strait, and he abandoned his
intention of proceeding to Hokkaido. But Admiral Rozh-
estvenski's strategy was, after all, very simple ; all he did
was to send one or two armed merchantmen round the
Pacific side of Japan to create a diversion. But the ruse was
too obvious and ordinary to induce us to alter our dis-
positions. If he had first taken his Fleet out into the Pacific
and sent cruisers or armed merchantmen to our south-
western islands, to the Straits of Tsugaru and to the waters
of Hokkaido, he would have thrown us into such doubt and
confusion that, had he then come through the Korean
Strait, the battle of Tsushima might have been a very
different story. Unfortunately, he had not the necessary
genius and decision, and, after passing through the strait,
encountered our whole Battle Fleet and, small wonder, was
defeated.
Admiral Wilson, however, is well aware of all this, and,
so as to puzzle the Japanese as much as possible, sends some
of his cruisers to each of several different straits, while he
keeps his Fleet at sea well to the westward of Sumatra.